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VICTORIAN ROWING ASSOCIATION

Tlr,e Seue'nty-eighth An.nual Gen,eral Meetin,g of the
aboue Associcttio'n u;ill be held at the Amateur Sports Club,
343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, at 8 p.m., on Thursday,
28th October, 79ro4.

BUSINESS:

1. To confirm the Minutes ot the Seventy-seventh Annual General
Meeting held on 21st OctoLer', 1953.

2. To receive the Annual Report and Balancc-sheet'

3. To elect Office-bearers , viz., Patl'on, President, eigl'rt Vice-
Plesidents, trr,o Honorat'], Auditols.

4. Plesentation of Premiership Ccrtilicates.

i:t. Presentation of Championship Mcdallions for Season 1953-1954.

6. To consider the following motion, oll r,r'hich due notice has been
given, viz.:-

By Mr. G. Cecil Rurke:
Tfie follot'ing portion of Rule XXIX to be deleted:-"Provitled
that no othei business shsll be transacted at such ineetings
unless notice in rvriting of such business shall l-rave been
given to the Sectetaly of the Association at the meeting
oi' the Committce next pieceding such Annual Meeting."

7. General.

All affiliated members of the Association are entitled to attend
the Annual General Meeting.

r\mateur Sports Club,
Melbourne.
September,1954.

N. W. CAIRNES,
I{onorary SecretarY.



A. J. STIEPHERD, ESQ.

With deep legret the dcath of our President, Arthur J.
Shephcrd, on 1f)th Ma1,, 1954, is recorded. Mr. Shepherd's
interest in rowing commenced 70 years ago, when he was
gecretary of the Maribyrnong Rorving CIub. This club dis-
banded in 18811 and u,as le-formed as the Essendon Rowing
Club with Mr'. Shepherd as its first Secretary. Leaving the
Essendon district in the 'nineties, Mr. Shepherd transfered
to the Banks Rolving Club, of r.vhich he was a vice-president
for manl' years prior to his death. As an oarsman and a
coaeh he had a fine recold, r'orving in the Victorian crews of
1891 and 1E92, in the latter I'ear',vinning at Brisbane from
Nerv South Wales and Quecnslancl. He u,as regarded as a
coach of erceptional knor.vledse and ability, and u,as a keen
adr.ocate oll sw'ivels at a time u.'hen aiI Victorian Clubs
used poppets. FIe coached the Victolian crews of 1911
and 1912, the latter creu. rvinning rowing r,"'ith swivels
at Perth jn 15 minutes 33 seconds, rvhich is sti1l the record
for the three-mile Swan River coul'se.

Mr'. Shephe rd r-u'as first associated with the Victorian
Rolr.ins Association in 18f)2. x,hen he rl,'as elected as a repre-
sentative of the Banks Rowing Clr:b. He rvas elected a vice-
president of the Association in 1904 and in 1944 he succeeded
the latc Sil Stephen More1l as Plesident. His generositv was
outstandine, and his rvili contains l,.equests of J1,000 each to
the Victorian Iion'ing Associ:rtion, Banks Rowing Club,
Essendon Iiou.inq Club and the Amateur Sports Club of
Victolia, otl u.hich l:e l'as also President.

The passinq of our late Fresident, who has contributed
so much to thc adr.,anccment of ro."r''ing over such a lonq
period, as an oarslran, coach and administrator, is moulned
hy all member:r of the Victorian Rolving Association.
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LIST OF OFFICE.BEARERS

Patron:
JIi: llorrol SIR IIATl)\ Si-\liliu

President:
,\. .1. Slllil'ltllltl), I.l!(1. (lr(..xs.(l ll.ltlr -Ux.r, 1ii51)

,\. 1,. l)oillSlll, I1s,1. (t]1er:lIrl itlr .lulr', 1iJ51)

Vice -Presidents :

J.
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H.
A.
F.

T. JAUES, Ilsq.
I,I. XING, O.B.li. (Deceascd)
E. r-INDL}lY
(Elected ?th July, 1954).

M. 1I.\CF,TRLANE, ESq.
L. DOBBIItr, Esq.

rE.\\1i, Iisq.
J. trI.\itLlll, llslt.
ll. l'i. T0l)l), IIsq.
S. $'1Lr,ll,US. lls(t.
1r. Iitltscu
(litected 7th Julv, 1951).

Hon. SecretarY:
li. \Y. CAIRNM, Ilsq.

Retircr
1955

Ulected Retirca

t,. l. .L \III,I{INSON ..

19'5

E.
lt.
\Y.
II.
II.

Hon. Treasurer:
(1. li. JlilES, Erq.

G. O. I]EY\YART)
A. D.

Asst. Hon. Secretary:
J- :\. tr.tc:Ii.LlA\, llsq.

Hon. Auditors:
(l)r,c'erscrl), J. 1'.\l-l"OIi, llsq,, ;\.A.S.-{., aud
\,\l,l,l (lllrcle(l ?th JrLl-r', 19io4)

Elected Members:

R. R, AITI{EN
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G. }I,IRI)1NG
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Str]/E.NTY-EIGHTH

ANNUAL REPORT and BALANCE SHEET
of the

VICTORI.A.N IiOWING ASSOCIATION

c
TO THD }IEMBERS,

GENTLEMIIN,

Your Committee has pleasure in submitting fol voul considelation
the Se,enty-eighth Annual liepoi,t and Balance-sheel of the Virtorian
Rou,ing Association.

This has becn another:' success{ul vear. for Australian and Victor.-
ian Rowing, Australia rvinninp, tlvo er.ents out of four entr.ies at the
Il.mpire .Games in Vancouver, \rictoria ha',,ing its thilcl successive-,'icto_ry__in ths Australian Eight-oared Championship at Hobar.t, anci
the Mclboulne Univer:sity u,irining the Inter.-Univer:iity Boat Ilace at
Perth.

'Il.e Premierships r,vere veri. closely contested, Albert Par.k u,in-
ning the Seniol Prentiership fron'L Mercantile, follolving a season ci,
very keen competition, during r,r,hich the lead changed ieveral timcs;
Melcantile. \1ras again snccessful in the Jnnior: and I_ightu,eilht
Plemiership-s, only u.inninE the Junior Prenriership at the llastei'
Regattas.after being closely pressecl by Corio Bay. - Albert Palk, by
the tenacious manner in rvhich it iras pursued tl-re-senior premierihiir
over the past three -yeals, has set an example rvhich may r,"ell be
follorved by all C)nbs. It has proled tlrat a Club prepar.eti to entelcle\^s at- cll ...ct'attas. an(l lo kccp ti i ing despite del'eat, rr.ill
eventuaully achieve a success rvorthv of its effort1 and the spolt.
The conglatulations of the A,ssociation are olTer.ed to the Altert iralli
and Mercantile Rox,ing Clubs on prer-nier,ship victolies.

The folmation of the High Scl-roois llorving Association durins
tltc lear slrould h:rrt. bcnefir ial rcsulls Ior lou'ing in Victorie anrl it
behoves all C1r-rbs rvith Higl-r Schools in the district to contact the
Head Master and give every assistance to the coaching and L.oating
of thc r.r'eu s. 'l his Association has al i,eadt conductcd trvo ver,\.
srrccess[ul uell-pat|onisod rclatlas, arrd in or.der'to assist the rnoio-
n-rent, the Vlctorian Rorving Association l-ras includecl a four.-oared
event fot School Crervs on the pr.ogl.am for its Melbourne Regatta
on Seturda\, 201h Novenrbor', lli l.

The competition in Maiden lanks lTas been keen and the pr.os-
pect-s of incl'eased entries in the flolthcoming. season augurs r,r.ell for
rolr.ing in the fritule. Hou'e..er, the fililur.e of Chtbs to promote
successful junior oarsmen to senior ranks could cause a driilt arvav
from the sport and at the sar-rre tine teaken the State's Kin,1.'s Cup
prospects.

iWith the object of ploviding young oarsmen with experien.ed
coaching' and competition a ser:ies of fi-.,e e-rents for Maiden Pairs
rvas conducted during the x,intei: period, the points won by the
successful crer,vs to count in the 1954-195ir Junior Premiership. These
events u,ele well patronised, an avelage of 6.6 cre\\,s competing in
each event, ancl providins those Clulrs rvhich \\:ere represented lvith
the nucler-rs of a four- or an eight-oared crew- for the openinpl
reg at tas.

It r,vas unfortun:rte that the titning of some of our Chanrpionship
e-,,ents conducted on the Lorver Yarra rvas upset bv shipping move-
ments and it is hoped tl-rat bv lnaking a latel start this tlouble
rvill I:e obviated in futnr:e. The Association rvas assisted in the
conduct of the Championships by Messls. Jack Walsh and Victor.
Pedler', of the Tittie Ships Clrib, in Mr. \Yalsh's fast notor'laun-h.
providing accommodation fot' the uDrpir,q and a sefcty prccnrrtiol
against :Lccident to the cr''ervs.
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It is disappointing to report that the membership ,of -the Ass-o-
ciation, after^iar,ing-increased last year, has slumped during the
vear under t'"ri".",.- The loss of 90 nembers durinq^ the year is
accounted for partly by the failure of Preston, Antwerp and Eagle-
hawk to pay any atfiliation fees during the season.

1951-52 7952-53 1953-54
Metropolitan . . 899 1,003 919
Countiy 483 544 538

1,382 1,547 t,457

It is regretted that continued indifferent health.has prevent-ed
Mr. H. T. Jimes (vice-president) taking' his usual active part in the
r'r,ork of the Association. Since joining the Committee as an elected
member in 1913 Mr. Jaines has been a regular attendant at all meet-
ings for forty years and was a prominent racing o{1icial at regattas,
Head of the River races and the Australian Championships'

BRITISII E},IP'IRE GAMES - 1951

The success of the Australian representatives in the rowing and
sculling events at the British l),mpire and Commonwealth Games,
held a[ Vancouret, Canada, on 3r'd and 4th August, 1954, was-most
glatif],ing. Only a smal1 team consisting of M. T. Wood and M. S.
ftitey'(do.-ubte Jculis); P. M. Evatt (single- scul--Is)i D.. R, Anderson
and "G.' Williamson (coxsrvainless pairs) and L' Robberds (coxswain),
managed by Mr. Ii. W. Thursiield, r.va.s - s-e-nt to the Games. The
double scuil, consistinq of M. T. Wood and M. S. Riley, was,s-uc-cess-
fu1, and a coxed four, M. T. Wood (bolv); P. M' Ilvatt (2); G. Willia-m-

"ori 
(S); D. R. Anderson (stroke), L. Robberds (cox), t'on this

cvent. Al1 membels of the team u.on a gold medal. The congratu-
lations of the Victorian Rorving Association are extended to all mem-
hers of the lorving team rvho so ably lepresented Australia,-and. to
our o\\,n nreml-.ers,'Mr. R. W. Tl-rursfle1d, r'r,ho managed the Fuorving
Section, and Mr. E. I(enny, rvho r'vas Assistant Managel of the Aus-
tralian team.

AUSTRALIAN EIG}IT OARED CIIAIIPIONSHIP
(THE KING'S CITP)

'Ihe Australian Eight Oared Chanrpionship was t or'vcd o\rel' a
course of three miles on the Delw-ent River, Hobart, Tasmania, on
Saiurday molning, lst l{ay, 1954. A11 States uere represented'

Messrs. R. R. Aitken and R. J. March t'ere elected Selectors,
and they appointed Mi. N. \Y. Cairnes Coach and third Selector'

Victoria was rlepresented bv D. M. Chi'istie (Albert Park-), 11st'
1i1b., bou'; I. S. Uliltiams (Melcantile), 13st., Zi. 4. .9. 1V.I.9"g9"

1M.U.B.C..r , I3st.2tb.. ri : W. O. Ut'anowsl<i (Melc:rntilet. J?st.^41b..4;
C. O. V. franton (Mercantile), l3st. 11rlh.,5; W' N' Ho*'ell (Banks),
f3s1. xl b.,6; J. S. Rowo (Mereantilet, i2st.. l: B. J. Do5[e ([Ier-can-
tile), l2st, 21b., str'oke: J. B. MiLchcll { NI.L.B.C.)..bst-. 7lb'. co-r: M. F'
Shar'v (Albert P:rrk), i1st" 111b., enlerPlency; 1'{. W. Cairnes (Mercan-
tile), coach, and W. R. B. Todd (Banks) managel'.

Victoria u'on the racc in the record time of 14 minutes, 14

seconds, lowering,, the course lecord by l6 seconds.

The race lvas postponed 30 minutes because clf roug-h conditions, a

stron.q'follorving noith-ivesterly making- the last mile of the course very
rou.gh.'A11 

crer.vs \\'e-rr: awav to a good stalt, and after covering half-a-
mile, Victoria rating 38 hacl a leng;th lead Jlon'r Queensland- and
Tasmania rvith Nerv-South Wales a length fulther bark. At the half-
'uvay mark Victoria had a comfortal'le two-length lead from-Queels-
lanh and Nerr, Sor-rth Wales with TzLsmania and Westeln Australia
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olmost leve1 in fo'.rrth place some lengths further back. In the rough
watel over the last half-mile Victoria shor,ed excellent oarsmalt-
ship, and naintained a rating 34, rvhile Nerv South Wales rateci
38 in an efl'ort to mal<e rip the leelvay and shake off the tenacioi--:s
Queensiand crerv. After the finjsh of the lace South Australia
sr'vamped and sank r.r,hile all the othel boats had shippecl watet' over
the last three-quarter mile of the race.

Victoria rvon by one and a half iengths from New South Wales
rvith Queensland a cluarter of a length fulther back third, follov"'eC
by Tasmania, West Australia and South Australia.

The congratulations of all members of the Association are
extended to the crew and emelgency on the excellent performance in
winning the King's Cup for the third succcssive year. The success
of the crew \\,as due to the enthusiastic manner in rvhich all membei:s
applied themselves to training both in and out of the boat. The
emergency, Max Shalr,, was required to rolv in various seats of the
boat almost continuousl-v fol a fortnight prior to leaving Victolia,
ancl v'hi1e not called on to r:ow u,hile in Tasmania, he u'as as fit as
any member of the crew.

The crerv was accommodated at the Beltana Hotel, Lindisfarne,
about 100 yards fronr the boat shed. The accommodation left nothing
to be desiled and Mrs. Iiitchie, the r,vife of the proprietor, did every-
thing possible to make thc cle-,ir comfortable and contented.

The Tasmanian Rorving Council and the Honorary Secletaly,
Mr. M. Wil1, are to be congratulated on the exceilent organisation of
the l(ing's Cup Ilegatta, and for the lnanner in which they enter-
tained the rrrelvs duling training and after the race.

The Victorian cre\v u,ei'e fortr-rnate in onre again haring Mr.
Harold Vernon as Liaison Offircr. He rvas in attendance at the boat
club er-ery day and at the service of the clelr. at all times throughoub
the stay in Tasmania. Our thanks are also due to Mrs. Vernon, who
entertained the cle.,r. in her home aftel the race.

Thanks a1e due to the President ol the Tasmilnian Rou'ing
Councii, Mr'. J. Bcrkerr,. for the manner in which he entertained a1l
visitors and for the buffet dinner rvith rvhich he entertained officials
and visitors the Wednesday elening plior to the rare.

Mr. S. Hammond was host in his home to officiais and visitors
r.vith a party which will long be lemembered by ali. He also extended
an invitation to the o'er'vs to use his billiards table on any evening.
This offer was g1'eatl-v appleciated by members of the Victorian
crew who availed themselr,es of it.

A trip to the Huon and a visit over the CooI Stores and orchald
of Mr. A. J. Shields on the Sundav priol to the race lvas gl'eatly
appreciated. The picnic at Nerv Norfolk on the Sunday aftel the
race, at r.r,hich Bruce Mitchelt, Blian l)ovie, Jo}rn Rou,e, Garth Man-
ton, Adrian Monger, and Max Shau, aII managed to lr,in trophies i:r
the foot races, completed a most happlr visit to Hobart.

The crerv u.as qreatly assisted in jts training bv the loan of the
Best Eieht of the Banks Rolr,inp' Club, u'hich r.vas of a similar build
to the boat the crerv took delivery of in Flobart.

AUST,RAI,IT\N SCULLING CHA}IPIONSTIIP
(THE PRESID'ENT'S CUP)

Victoria rvas not represented in this event, rvhich was rvon by
G. Hubbard (Western Australia), by 15 lengths from B. Gleen
(Queensland), rr,'ith I'. M. Ilvatt (New South Wales) 12 lengths
further bacl< third, and B. J. Foster (Tasmania) fourth. Time: 16
minutes 12 seconds.

The ra.e stai'ted in snrooth r'r,ater and a{ter a mile and a half
only two lengths separated the four competitors, but coming into
the rough \vatel a mrle from the finish the tr.r,o lighter scullers dlerv
alr,ay enrl G. Ilubbard, sculling a sholter stloke, won convincingly.
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AUSTRALIAN PAIR OARED CI{ANIPIONSIIIP
An entry of three crews was received for this event, Nerv South

Wa1es, Tasmania and Queen.siand, with only New South Wales and
Tasmania starting. The race lvas won by New South Wales by two
and a half lengthi fi:om Tas,mania, in 8 minutes 44 seconds.

AUSTRALIAN DOUBLE SCULLING CIIAMPIONSHIP
For the second time this event has been conducted it attracted

only one entry, and was won on a walk-over by L. R. AIp and G.
F,rizzell (West Australia), in 7 minutes 37 seconds.

VICI'ORIAN EIGIIT-OAR1]D C'IIAMPIONSIIIP
(NORWICH S}IIELD)

(SIR T}IOMAS NETTLEFOLD MEDALLIONS)
(Holders-Mercantile Rowing Clutr)

Rowed on the Lou'er Yarra. Course 21 miles. 20th tr'ebruary' 1954.
Won by Mercantile Rowing Club. Time 12min. 18 3,/5sec.
w. WALLACE (bow), C. B. D,A.WES (2), J. MOR-GAryT-I- (gir

L. S. WILLIAMS (4), G. O. MANTON (5), W. O. GRANOWSKI
(6). J. S. ROWE (7), B. J' DOYLE (stroke), P. HARRISON
(cox;, N. W. CAIRNES (coach).' Won by eight lengths-Albert Park second, and South Melbourne,/
Banks third.

VICTORIAN FOUR-OARED C}IAMPIONSIIIP
(Holders-Mercantile Rowing Club) -Rowed on the Lower Yarra. Course 2,000 metres. 12th December' 1953.

Won by Mercantile Rowing Club. 'Iime 7min. 34sec.
w. wArLActr (bow), B. DAWES (2), S. J: ROWE (3), _B. J.

DOYLE (stroke), P. HARRISON (cox1, N. I/. CALRNES (coach)..
Won'by five-lengths-Aibert Park second and Footscray third.
Banks also stalted.

VICTORIAN PAIR-OARED CTIAMPIONSIIIP
(Holders-Albert Park Rowing Club)

Rowed on Lake Nagambie. Course 1 mile. 26th Decerirber, 1953.
won by Albelt Park Rowing Club. No times taken'
R. B."DUNCAN (bou,), B: D. DICKSoN (stroke), J' LIBBIS

(cox). H. R. DUNCAN (toach).' Won bv [hree lengi.hs-Danks second and Mercantile thild. Lake
Colac also started.

VICTORIAN SCULLING CIIAMPIONSIIIP
(Holiler--R. V. IIAWLINS, Ulelhou.rne Rowine Club)

Rowed on the Lo-wer Yarra. Course 21 miles. 20th February, 1p5 '
fvnn t',,, D. DUDGtrON, Richnrond Rorving Club' No times taken'- 

D.-'brool< (Essendon t :econd, and J. Webster (South M-elb') third'
J. Wltiianrs lMercantilet and P. Begelhole (\'arl'a Yarra) also started.

YICTORIAN 2,OOO METRES SCULLING CIIAI\IPIONSIIIP
(Holder-D. TUCKER, Melbgul'n-e- Rowing Club)

Rorved o., ihu lo*", Yarla. Course 2,000 Metres. 27th lVIarch' 7954'-iVo" 
UV D. DUDGEON, Richmo-nd Rowlng Club. Time 8min. 11sec'-W;; easill:-P. Begellrole tYalre Yaii'a) second, and D. Brook

(Essendon) third.

YICTORIAN JUNIOR EIGHT.OARED CIIAMPIONSIIIP
(Holders-Mercantile Row1le Ciub^) . --

Rowed on the Lc,'w-el Yarra. Course 2,000 Metres. 27th March, 1954'
Won by Corio Bay Rowing Club. Time 6min. 19 2/5sec'

n. nroiinr,l (borv), w. HUNTER (2), 1\[. wATSoN (3), E.
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YICTORIAN LIGHTWEIGT{T EIGTIT-OARED CHA\,IP,IONSHIP
(Holders-Barr'von lior,r,ing Club)

Rowed on the Lorvel Yarra. Course 2,000 uetres. 21th March, 1954.
Won by Mercantile llou,ing Club. Time 6min. 32 4/5sec.

P. LEGGtrTT (bor.v), J. PIrLL (2), A. IIATISTII (3), It. Mc-
CUBBERY (4), G. ROBI'RTSON (5), V. SHARP (6), C. LEWIS
(7), R. RICI{ARDSON (stloke), L. BUTTtrRFIELD (cox), R. R.
AITKI'lN (r'oar h).

Won by 3i lengths-Barrvon second and Baliarat third. Banks
and Wendouree also started.

VICTORIAN LIGIITW'EIGIIT FOUR.OARED CIIAMPIONSIIIP
(Holders-Mercantile Rowing Ciub)

Rorved on the Lower Yarra. a""r%U?:00 metres. 12th December,

Won by Mercantile Rorving Club. Time 8min. 28sec.
G. ROBEIRTSON (bow), V. SHARPE (2), C. LEWIS (3), F.

RICHARDSON (stroke), L. BUTTERFIELD (cox), R. R. AITKEII
(coach).

Won by 2i lengths-Banks second.

VICTORIAN LIGIITWDIGI{T PAIR.OARED CIIAMPIONSTIIP
(Holders-Banks Rowing Club)

Rowed on Lake Nagambie. Course 1 mi1e. 26th December, 1953.
Won by Baliarat Rowing Club. No time taken.

R. KIRSOPP (borv), W. C. TAINSIT (stroke), I. GODFREY
(cox), E. LAUGHTON (coach).

Won by three-quartels of a length-Banks second and Yarra Yarra
third. Mercantile, South Melbourne and Ballarat Citv also started.

The sincere cong;ratulations of your Committee are ertended
to the rvinners of the foregoing Championsl'rips.

PART'RIDGE (4), A. SCENEAY (5), J. GEORGE (6), G. COWEY(7), J. EVANS (stroke), D. RICHES (cox), W. MELOUREY
(coacl.r ) .

Won by 1 foot-Melcantile second and Hawthorn third.

YICTORIAN JUNIOR FOIIR.O,TRED CIIA},IPTONSHIT'
(Hoiders-Eanks Rorving Club)

Rowed on the Lou,er Yarra. Course 2,000 metres. 12th December, 1g53.
Won. hy Corio Bay Rorving Club. No times taken.

G. COWEY (bor'r.), J. GEORGtr (2), A. SCtrNtrAY (3), J.I'VANS
(stroke), R. MOORE (cox), A. B. BELL (coach).

Won by two lengths-Footscra,v second and Mercantile third.
Barwon, South Melbourne, Richmond, Albert Park, Hawthor.n and
Banks also started.

VICTORI.{N JUNIOR PAIR.OARED CtIAl{PIONSHIP
(Holders-Lake Colac llo$,ing Club).

Rowed on Lake Nagambie. Course l. mile. 26th December, 1953.
Won by Mercantile Rowing Club. No times taken.

J. DAITTN1ILL (bor,v), D. BOYKIITT (str.oke), c. LAWRENCITI
(cox), R. AITKITN (coach).

Won b1' tr.vo lengths-\Vcndouree second and Lake Colac third.
E,ssendon, South Meiboulne, Ba11ar.at, and Nagambie also stalted.
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I'RI'}III]RSIIIPS
Tirc points scored in the respective plemierships \\,ere:-.

SENIOR
Wins Points Wins Points

Albert Park . .

Mercantile
South Melbourne
Banks .

Richmond

19 68 Footscray City
8 64 I-ake Colac . .

2 8 Essendon ..
2 6 Yama Yarra
3 6 Melbourne ..

JUNIOR
Wins Points
72 86 Banks .. ..
10 64 Richmond . -
L4 42 Melbourne ..
7 34 Mildura
5 26 Wendouree ..
7 26 Hawthorn ..
7 20 Sale..
4 18 Ballarat City
2 76 Albert Park
3 12 Dimboola ..

1
2
1,
1

4
4

2
1

8
8
8
8
tl
4
2
.)

,
2

Wins Points
Mercantile
Corio Ba:r
1!ssendon
Lake Colac ..
Baliarat
l-ootsclay City
Yarra Yarra . .

Barwon
Nagambie . . ..
South Melbourne

w,,l'ff;Y"*"' wins Foints
Mercantile 12 70 Baiialat L 4
Yalra Yarra .. .. .. 8 22 Eutherglen Lake .. 1 2
Barwon I 1,2 Richmond .. .. .. 1 2
Ba1larat City .. . . .. 4 12 Wahgunyah 7 2
Banks . 1 10

UNIYERSITY ROWING
Inter-Universities Race: The University Boat Race for the Oxford-

Cambridge Cup r.vas rowed over the two-niile course on the Swan
River, Perth, in June, and was won by Melbourne University from
Western Austraiia, by 1 1/3 lengths, with Sydney third, and Adelaide
fourth. Time 11 minutes 38 seconds. The Melbourne University was
represented by M. D. G. Murray (bow), I., E. Douglas (2), J. R. Colville
(3), W. M. Somerville (4), J. A. Hunt (5),S. N. Johns (6), A. C.
Monger (7), C. J. Smith (stroke), R. G. Hyett (cox), H. tr,. Smith
(emergency), D. R. Salmon (coach).

Inter-Universities Sculls: This event was won by B. D. Adams, of
Sydney, by 5 lengths from E. N. Maslen, Western Australia, with H.
F. S,mith, Melbourne third.

Inter-Collegiate Races: The races for the Mervyn Bourne Higgins
Shield and the John LanE Cup were rowed on the Henley course, 27th
to 29th Aprii, 1954. Trinity College defeated Queen's College to win
the Shield, and went on to win the John Lang Cup from Extra-
Collegiates.

IIEAD OF TIIE RIYDR
Our congratulations are extended to the Geelong Grammar Crew

for their excelient performance in winning the Head of the River, 1954.

REGATTA AND CIIAMPIONSHIP DATES FOR SEASON 1954.55
1954

Sept. 18 Metropolitan (Novice) Regatta.
Nov. 6 Dimboola and Victorian Four-Oaled Sprint Championship

(non-oualifying).
,, 20 V.R.A. (Melbourne) Regatta.
,, 27 Henlev on the Yarra.

Dec. l1 Victorian Four-Oared Championships (2,000 metres),
,, 27 Nagambie.
,, 27 Warrnambool.
,, 28 Yarrarvonga,

1
1
2
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
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Rr-rt1-rcrglen.
Lolac anrl Victolian Paii'-Oared Chanrpionships.
Campeldou'n,
Yea.
Albelt Pai'k.
Champion Eights and Ch:u-npion Sculls, 2i miles.
Ballarat.
Ilarrr'on.
HcnJe5.- on the Yaira (tu,o-da-v legatta).
Rencii'r;o and Victorian Perir-Oare d Spr.int Chamlrionship

(non rtualil-"'ing).
Victori:rn Juniol and Lightu,eight Eight-Oared Charnprion-

ships and 2,000 meti'es Sculline Chaiupionshiyr. (2,000
rrr et|cs ) .

Baii nsdalc.
ldildui'a.
Sale.
Wentrvorth.
King's Cup Iiacc-South Austr.alia.
l\{etropolitan (Novice) Rcgatta.

ANIEND},I I'N'T'S TO TH I' RT ]'I,F]S

Feb.

arMr

1955
Jan.

May 21

Apr'. 9

,,9
,, 11

,, 1t

1

1

29

1!)
2()

5
121
11. I
19

2(;

The follor.vinr arncndments to thc lnles u.ere macle at the Atrnual
Cenerai Me:ting hcld cin 2tst Octobcr, 195i1.

Deletion ol Weights from IIntr'1' frorms: The second schedule
(Ilntly Forn) r.,.as amendeC bv the deletion of the column titled rveight.

Distribution of 'frophy Orders: Regatta Ree'ulations and Lawi of
fioat Racing Number 2ila rras dcleted and the following substituted:-

"Except lvhele indii'idua1 trophics of a specified nature are pre-
sentecl b}, the Regatta (-on,uittee, the rinnels of all rales shall receive
olders flom the ;lecr:etary of their respective clubs to select theit'
trophy oi' trophies, hut on no account is the u,'inner to take delivelv
of the troph.. or tronl-ries excent through the Se.r.etar.v of l-ris club and
upon his u'ritten authority. The Secretar'1, of anv club u'hen issuing
a troph\.oldel sirail first satisfl himself tl'rat goods to the fr-rll r.alue
of the amount narred in thc or.der havc i:een selected and thirt the
tyPg qf trophl, is in accordanre r.iith the list of pelnrissiLle ti'ophies,
published bv the \rictorian Roling Asso:iation from time to time.

"In the case of regattas for u'hich trophv orders are issued to
u,inninq oa]'smen and coxsrvains, thc fiull amount of the tropliy rnonel'
together u,ith a sclredule of ali rvinninq crews, sh:rli be forr.alded by
the Regatta Con-rmittee to the Victorian Rowing Association r,vithin
foulteen da.zs of the date of the re.gatta. Lists shos,ing the names
of individual rvinnins oar.cmen and coxsl\,ains of each successfni clrrh
and the valuc of thc trophy due to erch shall l-e forwalded to the
Secretary of the clubs concerned bv the Tleasurer of the Asso-ia-
tion, toqether lr,ith a cherlue to the full r,alue of the tlophies u'on hv
the nembers oil such clubs. A r-rotice shall he pt:inted in all leqatta
programmes notifying the value of cach individual trophy and indici,rt-
ing'thr.t same rvill J^e ava.ilable on application to the Secretarv of thc
club of t,Lich ti-re r.vinnina' oarsrtran ol coxsr,",ain is a member. No
commission or discount shall be sorrg,ht or acrepted hv anv club or.
regatta comnrittee in connection u'ith such tlophv ot'ders. Before the
31st August ee'h r.eal thc Secretary of each club shall for.r.,'ard to
1hc Associatjon a list shorvinE the natne of each successful r.rembeL
of such club anrl the tvpe and value of each trophy collected bv the
mem].er. This list shall he signed by the President, Captain and
Socletar'1 ol tho club."

C0D{N,IITTEE DIICISIONS
L'hanee of Regatta Dates

At thc lequest oI thc Gee]ong Rou'ina'Association and the Bellarat
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Rou,ing Association, the Regatta dates r'vele changed to Balwon
Regatta, 27th February, 1954, and Ballarat, 6th March, t954; to
fit in with the Ro1'ai Visit Program.
Yictorian Selectors

That the Committee rviil elect t*.o selectors of the Victorian Clews
and Scullers, who sha1l appoint the coach, such appointee to become the
thild seiector. If the selectors fail to agree on the appointment of the
coach, the Executive is empowered to appoint a coach. Should the coach
appointed by the selectors or the Executive tre one of the selectors the
Exe:utive is empowerd to appoint as third selector the nominee for
selectol rvho flnished third in the ballot.
Champion Pairs and Double Sculls of Australia

After the selection of the eigl'rt-oai:ed crer'v and scu11er, Clubs may
nominate creu's for t]-re Chan-rpion Pairs and Champion Sculls of Aus-
tralia, and the Victolian Selectors are empowered to select from such
nominations a pair', and, or', Double scull crer.v to represent Victoria if
they considel a cre\l' or double scul1 nominated is of the necessary
standard.
The cre-uv or cre\\:s selected must-

1. arrange their or'vn finance without making an appeal to the
Association, afrliated Clubs or member:s of the Association.

2. Pro,ide their orn'n equipment, including blazer pockets.
Country Premiership

It x.as decided to holci a premietship among aII Clubs outside a
radir-rs of 20 miles of the G.P.O., the agglegate of points scored in
the Senior, Junior and Lightrveight Pretnierships to count for the
Countrv Premiership.
Maiden Pairs in the Off Season

It was decided to conduct a series of pair-oared events for Maiden
Oarsmen during the ofI season, points to count in the Junior Premier-
ship for Season, 1954/55.
Meiropotitan Area: 5 events to be held on 3rd, 1?th, 31st July; and
?th, 21st August, 1954.
Ballarat: il events.
Geelong: 2 events.
Nagambie & Colac: 1 event each.

Nlarch Regatta for Ilenley on the Yarra
The Melbourne City Council and the City Development Association

having invited the Melboulne Amateul Regatta Association to stagg
IJenli-,, during'Malch as a feature of the ploposed Moomba Carnival
approval lvas f,,ranted for the conduct of a two-day regatta on the
Labor Day week-end, 12th and 14th i{arch.
Ilowing Section-Olympic Games, 19ir6

Invitations were issued to Regatta Officials to submit their names
to the Association if the5' are plepared to make themselves familiar
r'r,itl'r the International Iiules on Boat Ilacing, in preparation for the
examination set by tl-re Intelnational Federation which must be passed
by alt ofiiciats for the rorving events at the Olympic Games.

SERYICES RENDERED
The sincere thanks and appreciation of your Committee are

extended to the lollowine fol services rendered to the Association
during the Iear under review:'

D1. Peicy Shelton for again carrying out in ag- honorary capacity
the Lxamination of the members of the King's Cup Crew.

Mr, J. Coghlan for his assistance with transport and housing the
coaciring launch.

Mr. T. Rodda for his assistance in marking the Championship
Course on tLe Lou.er Yaua.

Mr. R. J. Malch for his care, maintenance and driving of the
coaching launch.
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Little Ships Club for the provision of a launch at a1i Champion-
ship d""ents on. the Lower Yalra.

Messrs. J. Iaylor, A.A.S.A., and A. D. Vale for seltices as Honor-
ary Auditors.

Membels who acted as officials at the valious regattas and cham-
pionships throughout the year.

Messrs. Balfe, Todd, Flint and Coningsby for their efforts to
publicise the sport during the year.

The Town Clerk of Melbourne, the Melbourne City Council, the
Melbourne Harbor Trust Commissioners and the Melbourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works for assistance and co-
operation throughout the year.

DONAT.IONS
The sincere thanks of 5r6s1 Committee are extended to the follolv-

ing generous donols r,vho displapyed their interest in a practical tranner
which is appreciated by ail members of the Association.

King's Cup Fund. Mr. M. S. Wiiliams, S80 for. a set of oars; ilIr.
D. J. Morgan, for his efforts in raising Sl54/16/3; Captain Ivan Holy-
n..an,525; Mercantiie Ror,r,ing: Club,510; To the memory of the late
J. South, fr7/70/-; J. H. O'Reil1y, i5; W. R. B. Todd, f,2; and Barwon
Bus Passengels, 32.

Boat Fund.-Mrs. W. D. Kerr, 55; anonymous, S3.

.._ ,_Yictorian Rowing Association.-The late Mr. A. J. Shepherd,
t.J/ J -.

E,mpire Grirr,eS Fund.-Mr. J. Webster, 53.
Broradcast Box.-Upper Yarra Amateur Regatta Association, f,5;

llessls. H. B. Kirsch, f7; R. Yr'. Thurslield, 57; W. L. Podmore,55; the
iate Mr. A. Girling, 55.

Tow Path.-Associated Public Schools, S80; Upper Yarra Amateur
Reg'atta Association, J30; Melbourne Rorvin.q Club, Mer.cantile Rowing
Club, Banks Rowing C1ub, Yarra Yarra Rowing Club, Richmond Row-
ing Club and lVIelbourne Universitv Boat Club, €15 each.

OBITUARY
In addition to the great loss sustained bv tire death of our

President, Mr. A. J. Shepherd, refered to earlier in this report, the
Association and the sport have lost a great supporter in Mr. Alec NI.
King, O.B.E., of Ballarat, Vice-President, who died suddenly on 19th
May, 1954, at the age of 80 years. Mr. I(ing did great work for
rowinq as honorary secretary of the Ballarat Rowing Association and
the Ballarat Regatta for many years. He was a former Mavor of
Ballarat.

On 4th Decemher, 1953, the Assoriation lost another of its former'
prominerrt and ef,ftcient officials by the death of Mr. J. P. Ror]<e at
the age of 77 years. He held the position of honorary treasurer for
25 years, a lecord period of service for anv executive offlcial.

Mr. Jack South, of Mercantile, rvho represented Victoria in flve
King's Cup crervs, tu'o of which were successful. He was a successfnl
coach of Mercantile cre\\'s, and at the tin're of his death had been a
State selectol'for fi\-e years.

llr. R. Grover Heyward, who represented Victoria in tlvo King's
Cup crews, and has been honoralv auditor of the Association for a
nurnber of years, passed arvav towards tl-re end of last vear.

Another old ofiicial of the Association in Mr. W. T. Wilkinson, a
past honorary secretary, also passed arvay during the year.

lVIr. Alec tr'. Girling, a Vice-President of Richmond and a strong
supporter of Victorian rou,ing, passed au,ay during the year'.

Mr. W. J. Cahi11, a Vice-President of Melbourne, r,vho died suddenly
on 23rd Ma1,, 1954, was an active member of the committee of the
V.R.A. from 1916 to 1927.

The passirrg of so many prominent supporters of rowinq is great1y
regretted and our deepest sympathy is extended to the relatives.
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EXECT]TIYI' AND COIINIITTEE }IEETINGS
Ten ]ixecutir.e and eleren Committee meetings u,ere held during

the year'. Attendances \'ve1'e as under:-
Executive.-N. W. Calir.res, D. J. Morgan, F. A. Smith, 10; E. R.

Dr-rnn,0. i!. Ja.nres, N. 1,". \Viliii-:son, !); E. Iienny, ii; G. Harding, T;
J. A. Mcllear-r, L. A. \Yiil<inson,5; L. I{anna,2. Averag;e attendance,
E.4.

Committee.-J. Ii. Beattie, N. W. Cairnes, J. J. Donald, S. R.
.Ief[er5,, H. B. Kirsch, S. G. Rich:rrdson, F. A. Smith,.l 1; R. R. Aitken,
A. L. Dobbie, G. Halding, C..!). Jarnes, W. Morrison, J. J. O'Nei11, F.
Peters, T. Ilodda, H. P. Sheais, D. S. Stirling, Ii. W. Todd, M. S.
Williams, D. J. &Iolgan, i0; B. Ii. Coningsby, E. 1t. Dunn, E. Kenny,
f'. Marxsen, J. A. Mcllean, W. Nicholson, D. R. Salmon, R. W. Tlruls-
1ield, N. F. Wilkinson, L. A. V,rilkinson, I,l. C. \\rhite, 9; R. B. Duncan,
B. J. Dor,ie, J. Dillon, A. A. I,'ortington, 8; J. Coghian, D. A. Calder,
R. J. h{arcl'r, \\r. M<:Ilroy,7; J. Best, G. 1,. Code, J. lt. lllliott, T. S.
Flint, It. Jelbart, II. L:rn:rbie, R. I'.. Sullivan, J. Tr'vining,6; P. N.
Everist, L. Hagger, F. X. Murpl-ry, A. W. Mcl.eish, J. Prime, W. Wheat-
Jand, H. D. \rriii:rmson,5; l,. iliaston,4; C. Chalmers, J. Evans, L.
Flanna, G. Hutchins, i. I{. Munlo, C. Rogels, B. Shieids, A. D. Yale, A.
Welch, F. S. \Va-v,3; J. Di'irer', E. Johnston, trL T. James, J. B. X{itchell,
2; W. I'iuiton, J. llutrher, D. A. Coe, I{. Coe, J. CuJlen, J. Colville, W.
I\[cL.ean, I!. I(er']:y, N. Cash, J. \\rebster, 1. Avelage attendance 45.5.

On behalf of thc Con-rn-rittee,
N. W. CAIRNtrS,

IJonorary Secretaly.

ADDENDLTN{
This repor:t u'ouid be incomplete r.itl:out a reference to the Execu-

1ir.e Offiters ol'thc Association. Ml. Norilan Cailnes, in his first yeal
of oifice as honorary secretar'-v, has ploved a u,orthy successor to Mr.
Halrv Butler, t,ho retiled in 195:i thlough illness after ab1-v gs11'ti.*
out the secretarial duties for' 20 years. Not onlv has Mr. Cairnes
proved a most efficient secretaly, but he las been also a driving
force on the plactical side of ttie spolt by coaching the Victorian
crew rvhich rvon thc Australian ltlight-Oar Championship and the
I(inq''s Cup this -vear'. The fact that Mr'. Cairnes has been able to
lnake tin:e for such a.n impoltarnt coaching position in addition to his
hear-y secretarial duties is arr.ple er.idenre of his enthusia-srl and love
for tl-re spolt. 'fhe Associatiou is glatefril and most appreciative of his
successful elTorts and tlusts that iris services u,ill be available fol matrl,
l ears to come.

Mr. Cotter Jzrmes, our honolarv tleasuler, has pror.ed an equally
efficient officer on tl-ie Ilnancial side and the Association is indeed
forbunate in having anothcr enthnsiastic lorer of the sport in this
important office. Mr'. Jatres, despite heavv costs, has been a driving
lorce in keeping the finances of the Association in a very healthv con-
dition and our sincere thanks are tendered to hin-r for his much-
appreciated \'vork.

Mr. J. A. McBean ably assisted Mr. Cailnes lvith the secretarial
work. It is legletted tirat his sen,ices rviii not be available for the
conring season. FIos,er-er', he has accepted the very important position
of assistant honolary secr:etalv oll the Nlelboulne Atnateul Regatta
Association, and in thanking him for his selvices to V.ii.A. it is a
pleasure to l<nos'that he r'vill still 1-.e doing a fine rvolk for rorving
by heiping to make llenlcy li.egatta tl-re ouLstanding featule of the
rnnuai calnival u'eek rvhicir is -io l-re organised lor lVlelbourne.

A. L. DOBBIE,
20th Septenrbei', I 911.1. Presidert.



STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND

RECEIPTS

To Bank Baiances, 1st September, 1953-
tr,. S. & A. Bank ..
State Savings Bank

,, Club Contributions

Registration Fees-
Reg- attas
Coxsrvains .. ..

Regatta, 21st November, 1953-
Entry Fees ..
Programmes
Pair-Oared Races .

.51,847 3 (;

. E26S0
s2,673 tl 6

369 17 0

7774 0
2975 0

50
90
50

54,
Jd

7

,, Trophy money

,, Chan'rpionships

99 19 0

814 13 6

4915 0

I(ing's Cup Race, Hobart, 1,954-
Donations
Set of Oars (Mr. M. S. Williams)
Seat Fees

5110 0
8000
9000
94 B 6

154 16 3
40 0 0316 0

50
00
00
00
00
100
00
60

100
130
776
68
68

Entry fee 1e.,'y . .

Special Efforts (Mr. D.
Collections 1M r. N. S.
Perth Levy (1953) .. ..

'll"ig"") 
. .

Muir)

Miscellaneoris-
Donations, V.R.A.

,, Boat Funri 
'.'

,, Broadcast Box . .

,, Tolv Path .. ..
,, Ilrlpire Ganies ltund

Unclaimed Troph,v Monel. . .

Racing Iiight .. ..
Levy .. ..
Stag,ine Fee . .

Weight Bags .. ..
Interest (Bonds) ..

,, (Ordinaly)
Sundries ..

5
B

,o
200

a

27
550

31
4
a

15
7

514 10 9

958 14 10

f5,588 10 7

-

Audited and found correct,
J. TAYLOR, A.A.S,A.,
A. D. VAI-I,]. Ifon. Auditols

70790



DISBURSEMENTS _ SEASON 1953-54.

By

DISBU'RSEMENTS

Regatta, V.R.A., 21st November, 1953-
Trophies
Programmes and Posters
Amplifiers
Guns and Ammunition ..

,, Trophies, other Regattas

King's Cup Race, Hobart, t954-
Accommodation ..
Fares .. ..
Speed boat (Melbourne)

tt ir (Hobart)
Racing Eight .
Freight and packing
Pockets
Oars .

Freight, 1954, and W,A., 1953
Meals, Melbourne .

Bus and Bus Fares, Hobart ..
Presentation Rudder
Sundries

Miscellaneous-
Printing and Postage
Honoraria
Insurance
Plemiership Certificates
Affiliation and Booking Fees ..
Bank charges and cheque book
Medallions
Broadcast Box ..
Tow Path
Expenses Empire Games Trial
Donation, E.mpire Games ..
Staging Fee ..'ltepairs Boat Cover
Sundries

10s94 0
J
0
6

AJJ
88
416

I77,160

1,571 18 6

s267 t5 0
18740
2513 0
3200

48339
65 1.7 6
2t11 6
7815 8
724108 0
518 6
395

1318 6

c103 6 8
4000
35 910
990

49L4 6
300

29 5 6
15000
25000
1000
1300
3110 0
510 0
7 6 6

2

1,915 5

s5,588 10 7

,

I

'

,, Bank Balances, 31st August, 1954-
E. S. & A. Bank
State Savings Bank

t2

13
t2

1,069
845

2

C. E. JAMES, Hon. Treasurer
Melbourne, 1st September, 1954.

L,202 I
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